Fun Facts on
Aluminum

• During the time it takes to read this
sentence, 50,000 12-ounce aluminum cans
are made.
• 350,000 aluminum cans are produced
every minute!
• There is no limit to the amount of times an
aluminum can may be recycled.
• Once an aluminum can is recycled, it can
be part of a new can within six weeks.
• Because so many of them are recycled,
aluminum cans account for less than 1% of
the total waste stream of the United States,
according to EPA estimates.

Paper

• Recycling a single run of the Sunday New
York Times would save 75,000 trees.
• If one had a 15-year-old tree and made it
into paper grocery bags, about 700 of them
could be made. A supermarket could use
all of them in under an hour!
• In 1993, U.S. paper recovery saved more
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than 90,000,000 cubic yards of landfill space.
• Each 2,000 pounds of recycled paper can
save 17 trees, 380 gallons of oil, three cubic
yards of landfill space, 4,000 kilowatts
of energy, and 7,000 gallons of water. This
represents a 64% energy savings, a 58% water
savings, and 60 pounds less of air pollution.
• The 17 trees saved can absorb a total of
250 pounds of carbon dioxide from the
air each year. Burning that same ton of
paper would create 1,500 pounds of carbon
dioxide.

Plastic/Styrofoam

• Americans use 25,000,000 plastic bottles
every hour! Most of them are thrown away.
• Plastic bags and other plastic garbage thrown
into the ocean kill as many as 1,000,000 sea
creatures every year.
• Recycling plastic saves twice as much energy
as burning it in an incinerator.

Glass

• Every month we throw out enough glass

bottles and jars to fill up a giant skyscraper.
All of these jars are recyclable.
• The energy saved from recycling one glass
bottle causes 20% less air pollution and
50% less water pollution than when a new
bottle is made from raw materials.

Trash

• Seventy-five percent of our trash can be
recycled.
• About one-third of an average dump is
made up of packaging material.
• Every year each American throws out
about 1,200 pounds of food waste that could
be composted.
• Rain forests are being cut down at the rate
of 100 acres per minute.
• A single quart of motor oil, if disposed of
improperly, can contaminate up to
2,000,000 gallons of fresh water. Recycling
can help correct our anti-life habits.
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